BEARD, BERNICE
This is a 104-year-old woman who has been on hospice secondary to her severe end-stage congestive heart failure, major depression, muscle weakness, abnormality of gait, and weakness and frequent falls.

I discussed the patient’s care with our nurse who as well as evaluated the patient and myself. The patient is 104 years old. She definitely needs recertification for hospice because of the patient is not eating. She is constipated all the time. She is in pain all the time, she requires pain medication around-the-clock. She stays in bed 16-18 hours a day. She is very debilitated at age 104. She has severe muscle wasting and severe protein-calorie malnutrition. Her KPS score has dropped down to 30% at this moment and is total and complete ADL dependent; as I mentioned, stays in bed 16-18 hours a day.

She is also agitated. She suffers from shortness of breath with any type of activity because of her congestive heart failure and pulmonary edema related to her left-sided heart failure. The patient remains hospice appropriate for above-mentioned reasons, expected to live less than six months.
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